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When his last hour drew near, he chose for successor his son Yazid, whose life we
shall give later, and, in his dying injunctions^ he told him how he should act and
indicated the measures he should employ. He said to him, amongst other things:
" My son! choose your hdjib (chamberlain, prime-minister) for his prudence, and
*4 your kdtib [secretary] for the elegance of his style; a man's hdjib is his face and
a man's kdtib his tongue." He died in the month of Zu'1-Hijja, A. H. 83 (Dec.-
Jan. A. D. 702-3), at Zaghul, a village situated in the district of ilarw ar-Rud, and
in the province of Khorasan. At-Tahari (rci. IL page 597} slates, in his History,
that al-Muhallab died in the year 72; God knows if he he right. We shall dicuss
this point more fully in the life of his son Yazid, and, to that article we refer the
reader. The fine sayings and elegant allusions which are attributed to him indi-
cate the nobleness of his sentiments and show his desire to obtain an honorable
reputation and merit praise. One of these sayings was: "Life is better than death,
** and good renown is better than life. Were I to obtain a gift (which God) never
** yet granted to any man, I should wish to become an ear, so that I might hear
" what people said of me, the day after my death." These words, according to
another account, were uttered by his son Yazid; God knows best! Al-Muhallab
used to say to his sons: "My dear boys! the fairest raiment you can have is that
" which other people [received from you and) wear." The poet AbuTammam at-
Tai [vol. I. p. 348) alludes to this saying in a letter written to a person from whom
he wished to obtain the gift of a cloak and in which he said:

Thou art he who can well understand what al-Muhallab meant when he gave recommendations
about raiment.

A great number of elegies were composed on the death of al-Muhallab. In one
of these pieces, the poet Nahar Ibn Tausia (6) said :

Alas! that glory is departed which placed wealth within our reach. Generosity and benefi-
cence have disappeared since we lost al-Muhallab. These two (virtues) resided constantly at
Marw ar-Rud, but now they are not to be found either in the East or in the "West.

Al-Muhallab left a great number of sons, all of them generous, noble-minded,
beneficent and illustrious. Ibn Kutaiba says, in his Kitdb al-Madrif: "It is stated
** that three hundred sons came upon earth from the loins of al-Muhallab." We
have already mentioned [vol. 1. p. 529) two of his (great*) grand-sons, Rub [Rauh) and